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Sohei Nishino, Tokyo, 2024. LightJet print on Kodak Endura paper, 160.5 X 123.4 cm.

Accompanied by signed artist label. Courtesy of Michael Hoppen Gallery.

In Diorama Map Tokyo (2024), Sohei Nishino invites us not only to look at a city but to experience it as a
memory, a rhythm, and a tangible presence. The latest work in his long-evolving series of “diorama maps,”
this collage marks the artist’s third rendering of Tokyo. The tactile meditation serves as a return, a deepening,
and a quiet reevaluation of how cities reside in our minds. On view at Michael Hoppen Gallery via a virtual

gallery, the online exhibition offers an intimate behind-the-scenes look at Nishino's process.
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Sohei Nishino, Tokyo, 2024 (detail). Light]et print on Kodak Endura paper.

Courtesy of Michael Hoppen Gallery.

Composed of more than 20,000 photographs taken over months of walking the city, Tokyo (2024) is stitched
together in the tradition of both analog photography and cartography. Each fragment holds a point of view, a
fleeting moment: a pedestrian’s trail, a temple’s arch, a side street swallowed in shadow. The effect is

overwhelming and yet extremely intimate. Reminiscent of Japanese hanging scrolls, Nishino extends his work

into new imaginings of scale.

The visual language of Tokyo (2024) is denser than its predecessors. In contrast to the tight, almost grid-like
clarity of Tokyo (2004) and the landscape sprawl of Tokyo (2014), this latest work is more immersive and less
interested in documenting the city’s outlines than in capturing the feeling and connection of a place. Nishino

traces his evolving relationship to the city, becoming an embedded narrator.

Rooted in the lineage of In6 Tadataka, the 18th-century cartographer known for walking and mapping Japan
on foot, Nishino updates this process through the lens of story and perception. His maps don’t claim objectivity.
Instead, they embrace subjectivity guided by movement, memory, and human connection. This places him in

a rare space within contemporary photography, where cartography marries personal storytelling.
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Tokyo (2024) leans more personal than his previous
mappings. It’s a document of architectural presence and a
self-informed dream. It’s a collage, yet it moves like a film.
It’s stitched from fragments but somehow whole.
Nishino’s Tokyo becomes a sensation as well as a physical
location. Neighborhoods echo, and their structures persist
in a somatic memory long after they’re gone. Its visual

complexity overwhelms and draws the viewer in.

Creating a chronological trilogy, Tokyo becomes a kind of

anchor point for Nishino’s ongoing practice. But Tokyo

(2024) isn’t a final chapter—it’s a living proof of process.
It shows us that cities are not static, and neither are our impressions of them. Each presents an ongoing love
affair. With each return, the story changes. The map grows richer. And what we thought we knew becomes

newly strange, filtered through an intimate examination.
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Sohei Nishino, Tokyo, 2024 (detail). Light]et print on Kodak Endura paper.
Courtesy of Michael Hoppen Gallery.

In this way, Nishino’s work reclaims cartography from the objective and brings it back to the personal,
reclaiming mapping under a singular artistic approach. The result is a Tokyo that may not be recognizable on

a street map, but one that feels more honest as it sits in layered complexity.
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