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At Paris Photo 2024. Each Modern Gallery presented a solo exhibition of Lang Jingshan, a pioneer of
Chinese photography.Lang JingShan (1892-1995) is one of the most significant figures in the history
of Chinese photography, often referred to as the "Father of Asian Photography." Over his century-long
life, he not only led the development of photography in the Chinese-speaking world but also in East
Asia. His innovative "Composite Photography," developed in the 1930s, creatively infused the spirit of

traditional Chinese landscape painting into photography. laying the foundation for photography in Asia
and bridging it back to its Western roots, creating a lasting impact for nearly a century.
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BEEHLL Lang JingShan BEE$LL Lang JingShan BE&FLL Lang JingShan1934, printed in 1993
Lion and Human Body Music Of The Falls Taking Water in Dawn from the Rivet
Printed in 1960s 1933, printed in 1980" s gelatin silver print

gelatin silver print gelatin silver print, RC paper 40.5x 30.5cm

29.5x 24 cm 25.3 x 19.8 cm Paper size: 25.4 x 20.2 cm Signed, titled, and stamped
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In 1928, Lang, along with fellow enthusiasts, founded the China Photography Association in Shanghai. Through connections with members in
journalism and business, the association garnered significant attention during its four exhibitions from 1928 to 1930, contributing to a burgeoning art
critique scene in Shanghai and facilitating exchanges with the Japanese photography group "K  gasha." The association not only propelled the pre-

war flourishing of photography in China but also promoted future developments in East Asian photography, with Lang becoming one of the most active
photographers of the time.
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As a common subject in world art history, nude photography posed a challenge in relatively conservative Asia. Lang was one of the first Chinese
photographers to capture nudes, infusing his work with both Eastern sensibility and Western classical feel. In 1930, he published the first nude art book

in Chinese history. It wasn’ t until the late 1930s that Chinese newspapers began frequently featuring nude photography, and Lang emerged as a leader
in this realm, elevating nude photography to the level of fine art.
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From 1931 onwards, Lang participated in international art exhibitions, aiming to enhance China's artistic status globally. In 1934, he exhibited for the
first time with the Royal Photographic Society in the UK, formally announcing the birth of his famous "Composite Photography" to the world.



EB#EIL Lang JingShan, JingShan's Composite
Photography, 198816 photos a set, Box: 40.7
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Traditional Chinese painting has historically emphasized "meaning" over realistic representation. Artists arranged scenes to express their states of
mind. In Lang's unique "Composite Photography," he collaged multiple negatives to create the landscapes he wished to convey. Influenced by Song
Dynasty ink painting, these works exhibit distinct characteristics of Chinese art. Lang skillfully arranged negatives to create negative space between
foreground and background, embodying the unique perspective found in traditional Chinese landscape painting (shan shui). The collage's negative
space also reflects the swirling clouds among the mountains, addressing one of the most crucial yet challenging elements in landscape painting,
achieving a harmony of emptiness and substance that is rarely seen in Western photography. The Chinese landscape photography Lang created, in
terms of perception and intent, was perhaps even earlier than Ansel Adams'.
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Lang JingShan passed away at the age of 103 in Taipei in 1995. His legacy includes not only invaluable works of significant historical importance but
also an immeasurable influence on Asian photography. Since his passing, his work and achievements have continued to garner international scholarly
and market interest. Sotheby's held a dedicated auction for Lang JingShan in 2017, while the National Art Museum of China hosted a special exhibition
in 2013. His works are also part of collections at various prestigious institutions, including the Musée de Toulouse, M+ in Hong Kong. the Tokyo
Photographic Art Museum, the Fukuoka Asian Art Museum, the Taipei Fine Arts Museum, the Taipei History Museum, and the National Art Museum
of China.





