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Ho Kan, Untitled 89, 1989, oil on canvas, 120 x 120 cm

Each Modern is pleased to present “Not-Self : Taiwanese Atrtists from Surrealism to Abstraction” at
ACH]I inspired by Each Modern, presenting Surrealism and abstract works by Li ChunShan, Ho Kan,
Li YuanChia, Ku FuSheng from the 50s to the 90s.

The development of PostWar art and its evocation of universal truths through painting has
fundamentally shifted our visual culture. Surrealism, the prelude of Expressionism, had its
breakthrough in anti-war sentiments in the 1930s, and New York’s own art scene was indelibly
influenced by an exodus of Surrealist artists from Europe throughout the 1940s. In China and
Taiwan, Li ChunShan (1912 - 1984) opened a new page of Abstraction. Torrents Society, founded
in Shanghai in 1932, and Ton Fan Group, founded in Taipei in 1956, created a new chapter from

the conservative environment by introducing Surrealism and other art movements.
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In 1945 and 1946, Li ChunShan, the mentor of Ton Fan Group, showed his surrealist paintings with
Lin FengMian, Pang XunQin, Guan Liang and Zao WouKi in ChongQing. Among the artist’s, Li’s
work was the most avant-garde, presenting a Kandinsky-style of Abstraction and Surrealism. In
1949, Li moved to Taiwan and published articles about Western Modernism painting on "United
Daily News", "China Daily", "New Life News", "New Art", "Literature and Art Monthly",
"Technology and Art", "Literature and Art Spring and Autumn." Li emphasized the sensation of
movement and time within the canvas, and how casual combination of things could create incredibly
ambiguous relationship. When shapes, distance, space, diagonal and horizontal lines came
together, Li’s thoughts on Surrealism: “Coming from a natural understanding that is different from
the normal ways of painting. It does not rely on reality and it should be an intentional expression
that exposes the fragments of the rationality of human.” Eventually, it will become a symphony

composed by non-harmony and Surreal elements.
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Li ChunShan, Untitled, 1958, oil on paper broad, 26.2 x 36.4 cm

In 1956, Ton Fan Group and the Modernist Poetry Group were established. In 1957, Ton Fan
Group organized its first exhibition. In 1959, poets Luo Fu and Ya Xian published Death of a Stone

Cell and Abyss in “Epoch,” revealing the Surrealism and Abstraction revolution of literature and
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art. Ho Kan (1932 - ) was the first member of Ton Fan Group to research Surrealism. Before the
group was founded, Ho has already created a large numbers of Abstraction art. He later developed
his iconic Abstraction by incorporating Cubism and Hard-edge Abstraction within a

subconsciousness.

Li YuanChia (1929 - 1994) participated in the 3" Sao Paulo Art Biennial in 1957, when Surrealism
was prevailed in Brazil. Representing a unique voice outside of West Europe and North America,
his work was exhibited with American Abstraction and British geomatic Abstraction. The
presentation seemed to predict Li’s future practice - his abstract art lingered in Surrealism in the
space, pulled by an irresistible magnet trough the universe. In his late years, he incorporated
Surrealism into the movements of his brush and initiated a new style of Surrealism in his painted

photographs from his later years in Cumbria.

Ku FuSheng (1935 - 2017) ’s works straddle figurative, Abstraction and surrealistic elements to
create a dreamlike perspective. In 1963, he moved from Paris to New York. There, Ku was inspired
by Robert Rauschenberg and made collage art about his life. He also depicted dreamy floating
distance in his art for a long time. Culturally and individualistically, from the West to the East, he

presents a detached, floating distance which reflects a solitary loneliness from outside a set system.
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Z{f4: Li ChunShan, No. 162, 457K 7K watercolor and ink on paper, 27 x 39.5 cm
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Z fih 4 Li ChunShan, i &  Untitled, 1958.2.6, 4t # i % oil on paper broad, 26.2 x 36.4 cm
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