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Chen Ting-Shih: Asteroids

20 October - 9 December 2022, 2022
ACHI inspired by Each Modern (by invitation only)

Chen Ting-Shih’s sculpture, print, and collection of
stone awake the infinite and cosmic humanity and
spirit. They also arouse a rare, pure conversation of
art. The connection within presents how the artist
merge and surmount the forms of art. It reviews
history and modern civilization, and it conveys how
we desire the future. With no doubt, Chen is a modern
master in Asia and other regions. His ideology is a
mixture of poem, philosophy, nature, and painting,
and it glows permanently.

Although Chen’s prints were widely recognized, he
started to make sculptures in the late 70s. The
shapes Chen created in these gigantic and thick
metal sculptures resonate with the sun and the moon
we often see in his prints and the stone that inspired
him. The hardness and the curve of a stone reveals
an eternal quality. It is a withess of time, yet its
appearance is absolutely modern. The abstract
essence of it maintains an image of the figurative, and
that is the feature that immerses in Chen’s art.
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Meanwhile, Chen’s sculptures react to the sculptural
development of American abstract artists from the
50s, such as David Smith, Dorothy Dehner, Picasso’s
Cubism, and the wheel of Duchamp. Chen always
made his sculptures with his own hands, just like how
he never hired anyone to print his work. Therefore,
we can directly sense the artist’s personality in both of his two- and three-dimensional works. It
presents the inner completeness of Chen and it touches all of us deeply. As a form of rhythm, his
abstraction roots the ground and extends to the uncharted experience. This is how Chen kept his
spirit balanced between knowledge and the rule of the Universe. Eventually, it became somehow an
extraordinary dialog between the planets and the earth.
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