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Keisuke Tada, trace / dimension #48, 2023, acrylic on cotton mounted on wooden panel
panel size 73.8 x 73.8 x 6 cm, photo by Arito Nishiki

Gallery COMMON x EACH MODERN

IMAGRATION @ Each Modern

6 - 29 April, 2023

Opening reception: 8 April, 2023 | 5-7 PM
Each Modern, Taipei, Taiwan

IKEUCHI

Yukari Nishi
Keisuke Tada
Shohei Takasaki
Kazuma Yamamoto
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Each Modern is pleased to collaborate with Gallery COMMON to announce the exchange
exhibition IMAGRATION.’ The exhibition will take place in Tokyo and Taipei with two groups of
contemporary artists curated by each gallery. Each Modern will curate the first part of the
exhibition at Gallery COMMON in Tokyo in March 2023, and Gallery COMMON will curate

the second part at Each Modern in Taipei in April 2023. Through this exchange, IMAGRATION’
hopes to inspire a discussion around the freedom and fluidity of the image, the malleability of its
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attached meanings, and the irreplaceable role of the artist in shaping the constantly evolving
definitions of our visual language.

Each Modern will present in their space an exhibition of 5 Japanese artists curated by Gallery
COMMON: IKEUCHI, Yukari Nishi, Keisuke Tada, Shohei Takasaki, and Kazuma Yamamoto.
Through explorations of painting, sculpture, and the murky space in between, these five artists'
wildly different practices present us with a glimpse into the new Japanese psyche.

Drawing from a wide range of both art-historical and current-day references, each of the artists in
this show grapple with the ceaselessly changing visual landscape of postmodern Japan through a
different lens. Coming from a society that has been wracked with rapid transition over the past
few generations, these artists confront the way that introductions of new knowledge,
technologies, cultures, and social structures have molded the current Japanese psychological
landscapes- its frustrations and cynicisms, hopes and desires.

The works in this exhibition are tied together by a certain departure from reality, one that is
created by uprooting and freeing images from their old contexts and migrating them into new
ones. Perhaps most evident in their rejection of logical reality are Yukari Nishi and Kazuma
Yamamoto's bizarre subjects. Though both artists” works share a similar disconcerting, dream-like
atmosphere, Nishi’s surreal configurations, which feature imported 1980s American media, serve
as a generational counterpoint to Yamamoto's Internet-inspired brand of 2020s surrealism.

(L) Yukari Nishi, Untitled Scene/ O, 2023, acrylic on canvas, 162.4 x 130.7 x 4 cm, photo by Arito Nishiki
(R) Kazuma Yamamoto, Trickster, 2023, oil, acrylic, and charcoal on canvas, 162 x 112 cm, photo by Arito Nishiki

Keisuke Tada and IKEUCHI hover somewhere in between these two decades. Tada’s works
reference landscapes and settings from video games, which he translates into sculptural paintings
that are not what they seem. The three-dimensional chains that hang heavily from his canvases
are in fact made entirely of acrylic paint, and what seem to be cracked, peeling paintings from
the 1800s are actually artificially aged canvases featuring scenes of places and subjects that only
exist in the virtual game world. IKEUCHI’s wearable cyberpunk sculptures reflect a similar
approach, in that he translates ideas from fictional narratives into real life objects. Influenced by
the aesthetics of the mecha (giant robot) universe that has gripped the Japanese imagination
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since the 80s and 90s, IKEUCHI’s works are, like Tada’s, wholly inspired by imagined worlds,
and toy with our understandings of the future and the past.

@

(L) IKEUCHI

#1906, 2019, mixed media, 34x26x29cm
assembled, photo by Arito Nishiki

(R) Shohei Takasaki

Untitled (February 2, 2023), 2023, oilstick on

7 canvas, 162.4 x 130.5 x 3.9 cm, photo by Arito
Nishiki

Shohei Takasaki completes the show by bringing in works with perhaps the broadest range of
influences. Historical artists and movements play a key role in informing his conceptual
experimentation, but one can also see hints of the Western punk music and fashion that served as
an outlet for him in his suburban childhood hometown of Saitama, Japan. Takasaki’s work, a
never ending inquisition into identity and meaning, utilizes the contrast and comparison of these
wide-ranging references as a way to critique current definitions and create new understandings.

Surfacing from a tide of scattered, incoherent narratives, the constant that runs throughout these
5 artists” works is the practice of appropriating and repurposing the images around them to
create brand new meanings. Though the artists come from all across Japan, they are tied
together by their participation in this “remix culture,” serving as a representation of the Harajuku
values that the gallery centers its program on. Through this exhibition, the processes of
“imagration” come to light in the presentation of these five artists who unflinchingly traverse the
borders between categories.

As a counterpart to this show, Gallery COMMON will present in their space 5 artists curated by
Each Modern’s Lan Chung-Hsuan: Chang TingTong, Wu MeiChi, Tseng Chienying, Antone K&nst,

and Felix Treadwell. Read more about the show at their website.

About the artist

IKEUCHI

IKEUCHI was born in 1990 in Tokyo, Japan, where he is currently still based. Influenced by both
international and Japanese pop culture franchises from his childhood such as Star Wars, Zoids and
Gundam, IKEUCHI combines ready-made plastic models with industrial parts to create works that
straddle the line between fashion, function, and fine art. His works simultaneously evoke a sense
of nostalgia while hinting at the nearfuture through a cyberpunk aesthetic. He has collaborated
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with contemporary musicians such as Kanye West, Arca, and Japanese rapper KOHH, as well as
brands such as Lamborghini, Balenciaga, shu uemura, Gentle Monster, and ACRONYM. IKEUCHI
graduated from Tama Art University, Department of Information Design, and has exhibited across
Tokyo, Seoul, and Taipei.

YUKARI NISHI

Born in 1978 in Japan and currently based in Nishinomiya, Hyogo, Yukari Nishi graduated from
the Kyoto University of Art and Design and has been exhibiting her paintings and mixed media
works at galleries and art fairs in Japan and abroad since 2004. Her detached, dream-like
environments stir feelings of curiosity and discomfort; the dramatic elements of light and shadow,
as well as the unexpected loss of coherency and meaning within familiar domestic spaces of
safety and comfort, recall neo-noir themes of absurdity, nihilism, and paranoia. The surrealistic
realism that dominates her acrylic works references an idealized mid-century American nostalgia,
and her strange and fantastical worldview has been a popular muse within the Japanese music
scene, leading to collaborations with various musicians on CD jacket designs, posters, tour
merchandise, music videos, and film works.

KEISUKE TADA

Born in 1986 in Aichi, Japan, Keisuke Tada received both his BFA and MFA in oil painting from
Aichi University of the Arts in 2010 and 2012, respectively. Fascinated by the sensory
experiences offered by games and other virtual worlds, Tada creates paintings that explore the
blurry boundary between reality and fiction. His series trace / dimension looks like an
assemblage of wooden boards, chains, and tiles; Heaven’s Door resembles an antique door that
seems to have been attacked with an axe. However, despite their appearance, all the works are
made entirely out of paint. It could be said that Tada, who investigates the conflict between
“what exists and what doesn’t” through his unconventional use of paint, brings a new dimension
to the medium. Tada’s recent solo exhibitions include Traffic, MITSUKOSHI CONTEMPORARY
GALLERY (Tokyo, 2022); Beautiful Dream, MAHO KUBOTA GALLERY (Tokyo, 2020);
CHANGELING, rin art association (Gunma, Japan, 2020); and BORDER, CAPSULE (Tokyo,
2018). He also actively participates in various group exhibitions primarily in Japan and Hong
Kong.

SHOHEI TAKASAKI

Born in 1979 in Saitama, Japan, Shohei Takasaki lived in both Japan and Portland before
settling in Sydney, Australia where he now lives and works. Using an array of mediums ranging
from oil pastels, charcoal, and paint to found objects and fabric, Takasaki often depicts a certain
subject or motif in multiple styles to draw attention to the “in-betweenness" that arises from these
juxtapositions. Through works that question the boundaries between self/other, domestic/foreign,
inside/outside the body, native/foreign language, physical/online, real/virtual, past/future, and
life/death, Takasaki inspires us to reexamine our assumptions and further our dialogue with
others for a more nuanced, “in-between” understanding of the world. Takasaki's work has been
exhibited across Los Angeles, Portland, Kuwait, Melbourne, Hong Kong, Taipei, and Tokyo, and
is also in the public collections of the Starbucks headquarters in Seattle and The Hoxton Hotel in
Portland.

EACH MODERN ZIE 42 £ [

38 Lane 79 Sec. 2 Xinyi Road Taipei Taiwan

+886-2-27527002 www.eachmodern.com



EACH MODERN
HERE

KAZUMA YAMAMOTO

Kazuma Yamamoto was born in 1998 in Tokyo, Japan. Yamamoto draws upon the playful yet
disturbing culture of Internet memes to interrogate human nature itself. Although on the surface
his works seem cheerful and full of vitality, those who know the full lore of an image may sense
an air of disquiet and discord, and perhaps even the lingering presence of death. In this way, the
artist aims to depict the ambiguity of symbols, particularly in the digital age, exemplifying the
way that the meaning of images change across context and time. Yamamoto graduated from the
Tokyo University of the Arts, and has actively exhibited at galleries across Tokyo as well as
Mexico and Taiwan. His work is in the collection of the G Foundation Collection in Kaohsiung,
Taiwan.

About Gallery COMMON

Founded in 2010 by creative agency en one tokyo and currently under the direction of co-
founder Satoru Arai, Gallery COMMON emerged from the street culture of Harajuku as an
intimate space for both Japanese and international artists and trendsetters to interact with the
local scene. Known for it’s eccentric youth culture and status as a boundary-breaking fashion hub,
Harajuku has long been recognized as a leading force in the global creative scene, serving as
inspiration for top tier artists, musicians, and brands worldwide. Sensing the importance of
establishing a physical art-centered space in the neighborhood, en one tokyo opened Gallery
COMMON, one of the first galleries in central Harajuku, with the aim of fostering this energy.
Approaching art from the unique and non-traditional background of creative agency, the gallery
was established with the aim of bridging the paradoxical yet symbiotic gap between fashion and
art, street and commercial, subculture and mainstream.

Since then, the gallery has expanded its vision to work with both renowned and upcoming
contemporary artists across diverse countries and disciplines while participating in art fairs and
collaborative projects throughout Japan. While remaining committed to it's original vision of
protecting and fostering Harajuku culture, Gallery COMMON aims to break down the outdated
barriers between genre and industry, artist and audience, domestic and overseas— to find the
“common” thread that connects us all.
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WIAFIE, M558, 2022, BT/ E1EERE 1], 41 x 31.8 cm, photo by Arito Nishiki
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(#£) IKEUCHI, #1909, 2019, #5&444, 31 x 14 x 2.2 cm, photo by Arito Nishiki
() ZHEM, BE / BE #47, 2023, FRATEE ST AN, AR ~232.1% 184.5 x 6 cm, photo by Arito Nishiki
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