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Sometimes I feel like a C# in a C major. Normal is a strange word, it is a cultural construct, loses its meaning when placed in a different 
environment. The norm moves geographically, gets twisted through coloured lenses. I am interested in the determinant factors of normal. 
 
- Stanley Chen 
 
Stanley Chen creates paintings in the form of autobiographies in which the artist sees the portrait as a reflection of their 
life. In the painting process, actions and thoughts tend to be rationalised as they are translated into images, and the 
figures on canvas carry a sense of belonging to an identity as a minority group in most situations. The labelling of identity 
on a linguistic and textual level is replaced by unfamiliar images, reconciling and self-referencing the contradictions and 
conflicts between them. 
 
Language cannot convey anything to the illiterate. A painting opens for the open-minded, awaiting anyone to receive as long as they still can 
see. It surpassed language, it is the physical form of an illusion while language is an illusion of illusions. Do we actually know what we know? 
Do we actually see what we see? I paint my answers.  
 
- Stanley Chen 
 
The works in this exhibition were created by Chen as he reflected on the accessibility of art to create the majority of 
this self-portrait. The artist attempts to explore the inevitable relationship between the individual and the environment, 
with the artist himself playing various conflicting roles in the paintings, yet managing to coexist harmoniously in a flat 
space. These portraits are fragile, naked, frustrated and faded. The act of painting self-portraits is like a review of oneself, 
with the artist gradually becoming the strangest subject to himself. 


